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The Surah at a Glance

Bismil-laahir-Rahmaanir-Raheem

1. In the name of Allah, the Entirely Merciful, the
Especially Merciful.

Al-hamdu lillaahi Rabbil-'aalameen

2. All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds.

Ar-Rahmaanir-Raheem

3. The Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful.

Maaliki Yawmid-Deen

4. Sovereign of the Day of Recompense.

Iyyaaka na'budu wa iyyaaka nasta'een

5. It is You we worship and You we ask for help.

Ihdinas-Siraatal-Mustaqeem

6. Guide us to the straight path.

Listen to the Arabic recitation of this Surah, ayah by ayah, with the Qari
— free on nooraniilm.com (Read & Recite section).

The Greatest Surah
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Beta, we have travelled the whole Quran together, from

the short surahs at the end to the longest of them all.

And we finish where every reader begins — with seven

short ayahs that a Muslim recites more than any other

words in his life.

Beta, first understand what this surah IS.

The Prophet � said to a companion in the masjid: I will

teach you the GREATEST SURAH in the Quran before

you leave the masjid. And he took him by the hand, and

as they were about to step out, the companion reminded

him. And he � said: 'Al-hamdu lillahi Rabbil-'alameen'

— it is the seven oft-repeated verses and the Great

Quran which I have been given.

Beta, the greatest surah in the Book of Allah — and it is

seven lines long, and you already know it by heart.

And he � said: there is NO PRAYER for the one who does

not recite the Opening of the Book.
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Beta, think about what that means. Every rak'ah of

every prayer, every day of your life. If a person prays the

five daily prayers, he recites this surah at least

seventeen times a day — thousands of times a year.

Allah chose ONE passage to be repeated more than any

other words a human being will ever say. It is worth

knowing what we are saying.

And it has many names, beta, each telling you

something: 'AL-FATIHAH' — the Opening.

'UMMUL-KITAB' — the Mother of the Book, because

the whole Quran unfolds from it.

'AS-SAB'UL-MATHANI' — the seven oft-repeated.

'ASH-SHIFA'' — the cure. And the reports mention it

being recited over a man who had been stung, and he

got up as if he had never been ill, and the Prophet � said:

how did you know it was a ruqyah?

And now, beta, the hadith that tells you exactly what

happens when you recite it.
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The Prophet � related that Allah said: I have divided the

prayer between Myself and My servant into two halves,

and My servant shall have what he asks for.

When the servant says 'AL-HAMDU LILLAHI

RABBIL-'ALAMEEN', Allah says: MY SERVANT HAS

PRAISED ME.

When he says 'AR-RAHMANIR-RAHEEM', Allah says:

MY SERVANT HAS EXTOLLED ME.

When he says 'MALIKI YAWMID-DEEN', Allah says: MY

SERVANT HAS GLORIFIED ME.

When he says 'IYYAKA NA'BUDU WA IYYAKA

NASTA'EEN', Allah says: THIS IS BETWEEN ME AND

MY SERVANT, AND MY SERVANT SHALL HAVE WHAT

HE ASKS.

And when he says the rest, Allah says: THIS IS FOR MY

SERVANT, AND MY SERVANT SHALL HAVE WHAT HE

ASKED FOR.
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Beta, absorb this. Every single time you stand in prayer

and recite these lines, ALLAH IS ANSWERING YOU, line

by line.

Beta, and ask yourself honestly: when you last stood in

prayer, did you know that a reply was coming after

every sentence?

In the Name of Allah

'BISMILLAHIR-RAHMANIR-RAHEEM — IN THE

NAME OF ALLAH, THE ENTIRELY MERCIFUL, THE

ESPECIALLY MERCIFUL.'

Beta, the phrase begins with 'BI' — WITH, or BY. So the

meaning is: with the name of Allah I begin, I seek help, I

do this.

Beta, it is an admission before you start anything: I am

not doing this by my own strength. And it is the reason

we say it before eating, before travelling, before writing,

before entering a house.
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'ALLAH' — beta, this is His personal name, the name no

created thing has ever been given. Every other name of

His describes a quality: the Merciful, the Provider, the

Powerful. This one is HIM.

'AR-RAHMAN' and 'AR-RAHEEM' — both from

'rahmah', mercy, and both immensely intense. The

scholars explained the difference this way: 'Ar-Rahman'

describes the vastness of the mercy itself — an ocean of

it, reaching every creature, believer and disbeliever,

human and animal, in this world. 'Ar-Raheem' describes

mercy in its acting and reaching — the particular,

continuing mercy He gives to the believers, especially in

the Hereafter.

Beta, and notice: of all the names He could have opened

His Book with — the Almighty, the Judge, the

Overpowering — He chose these two. Twice.

Beta, that is not an accident. The first thing your Lord

tells you about Himself, before anything else, is that He

is merciful.
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All Praise Belongs to Allah

'AL-HAMDU LILLAHI RABBIL-'ALAMEEN — ALL

PRAISE IS DUE TO ALLAH, LORD OF THE WORLDS.'

Beta, take this apart, because there is a lifetime in it.

'AL-HAMD' with the definite article means ALL praise,

every kind of it. And the scholars distinguished 'hamd'

from 'shukr': you thank someone for what he did FOR

YOU; but 'hamd' is praise for what someone IS, whether

or not you received anything.

So the ayah is not merely 'thank you for my blessings'. It

is: You are worthy of praise in Yourself.

Beta, and note the grammar: it does not say 'I praise

Allah'. It states a fact about the universe — that all

praise BELONGS to Allah. Whether you say it or not, it is

His. When someone praises a beautiful building, the

praise travels to the architect; when anyone praises

anything in existence, it ends up at the One who made it.
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'RABB' — beta, this word is much bigger than 'Lord'. It

carries owner, master, nurturer, sustainer, the one who

raises something from stage to stage until it is complete.

That is why a mother's raising of a child is 'tarbiyah'

from the same root.

So 'Rabbil-'alameen' means: the Owner and Nurturer of

ALL the worlds — every world, every category of

creation, every age, everything we know of and

everything we do not.

Beta, and there is something important in beginning

with praise. Look at the order of this surah: before you

ask Him for anything, you praise Him. Three full ayahs

of acknowledgement come before the first request.

Beta, that is the adab of du'a, and it is why the Prophet �

taught that a person should begin by praising Allah and

sending salutations upon His Messenger before asking.

The Merciful, the Owner of the Day
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'AR-RAHMANIR-RAHEEM' — and beta, notice that

these two names are repeated, immediately after 'Lord

of the worlds'.

Why repeat them? The scholars explained: because

'Rabb' — the Master, the Owner — could inspire awe

and fear. So immediately, the mercy is restated, so that

you know what kind of Master you are dealing with.

'MALIKI YAWMID-DEEN — SOVEREIGN OF THE DAY

OF RECOMPENSE.'

Beta, and now the balance. Right after two names of

mercy comes the reminder that there is a Day of

accounting, and He owns it.

Beta, look at how this surah forms you. Mercy, mercy —

then judgement. Hope, then fear. Neither one alone. A

person who only knows the mercy becomes careless; a

person who only knows the judgement despairs. This

surah, recited seventeen times a day, keeps rebuilding

the balance in you.
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And note 'Maliki YAWMID-DEEN' — Sovereign of that

DAY specifically. He owns everything always, but on

that Day the ownership will be undisputed. Today

people imagine they own things — their wealth, their

positions, their bodies. On that Day, nobody will make

that claim.

Beta, 'ad-deen' here means recompense, the repayment

of what is owed. Every act returned to its doer.

You Alone

And now, beta, the middle of the surah — the pivot on

which everything turns:

'IYYAKA NA'BUDU WA IYYAKA NASTA'EEN — IT IS

YOU WE WORSHIP, AND IT IS YOU WE ASK FOR HELP.'

Beta, the first thing to see is the WORD ORDER. In

Arabic you would normally say 'na'buduka' — we

worship You. Instead the object is brought to the

FRONT: 'IYYAKA' — YOU, and then the verb.
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In Arabic, bringing a word forward like that creates

exclusivity. So the meaning is: YOU ALONE we worship,

and YOU ALONE we ask for help.

Beta, that single grammatical move is the whole of

tawheed. Not merely 'we worship You' — that a

polytheist could say too, while worshipping others

alongside. But YOU ALONE.

And notice the two halves. The first is what you owe

Him: worship. The second is what you need from Him:

help. Beta, this is the entire relationship between a

servant and his Lord in four words — my duty, and my

dependence.

And note the ORDER: worship comes first, then asking

for help. Beta, we usually reverse that. We come to Him

when we need something. This ayah teaches: first

acknowledge that you are His servant, and then ask.

But beta, there is something even deeper here, and it

changes how you understand your whole religion. Read

it again: 'It is You we worship, AND IT IS YOU WE ASK
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FOR HELP.'

Why would you need help to worship Him? Because you

cannot do it on your own. You cannot even pray without

His enabling you. So in the same breath in which you

commit to worship, you admit you cannot manage it

without Him.

Beta, that is why the Prophet � told Mu'adh

(radiyallahu anhu) that he loved him, and instructed

him not to leave saying at the end of every prayer:

'Allahumma a'inni 'ala dhikrika wa shukrika wa husni

'ibadatik' — O Allah, HELP ME to remember You, to

thank You, and to worship You well.

And now notice one more thing, beta: 'NA'BUDU' and

'NASTA'EEN' — WE worship, WE ask. Not 'I'.

You are standing alone at three in the morning in an

empty room, and the words are still plural. Because you

are never praying alone; you are one of an ummah

stretching across the earth and across the centuries. And

because a believer, even in his most private moment,
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asks for others along with himself.

Guide Us

'IHDINAS-SIRATAL-MUSTAQEEM — GUIDE US TO THE

STRAIGHT PATH.'

Beta, this is the FIRST and ONLY request in the entire

surah. Everything before it was praise and

acknowledgement, and everything after it explains this

one request.

Now think about that. Allah is teaching us how to ask

Him — and the one thing He teaches us to ask for is

GUIDANCE.

Not health. Not wealth. Not safety, not children, not

success. Beta, all of those are permitted to ask for, and

the Quran is full of such du'as. But when Allah Himself

composed the du'a we would repeat more than any

other, He put GUIDANCE in it.

Because everything else is worthless without it, and with

it, everything else can be borne.
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Beta, and here is the question people ask: I am already a

Muslim, I am already praying — why am I asking to be

guided?

Three answers, and all of them are true.

First: guidance is not a single event. It is a continuous

supply, like breath. You do not need air only once. You

need to be guided today, in today's decisions, in today's

temptations — and again tomorrow.

Second: 'ihdina' means guide us TO the path and ALONG

it — show us the way AND keep us walking on it.

Standing at the start of a road is not the same as

reaching its end.

Third, beta: the straight path is not merely 'Islam' in

general. It is the right thing in EVERY specific matter —

the correct decision in your work, the right words in an

argument, the correct balance between firmness and

gentleness with your children. Beta, a person can be a

Muslim and still be wrong about a thousand daily

things, and he needs guiding in each of them.
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'AS-SIRAT' — beta, the word is used for a wide, clear,

main road, one that gets you where you are going. And

'MUSTAQEEM' — straight, with no bend in it. Beta, a

straight line is the shortest distance between two points;

every deviation adds distance.

And beta, the Prophet � drew this for his companions: a

straight line, and lines branching off from either side,

and he said that on every one of those side-paths is a

devil calling to it.

The Three Groups

'SIRATAL-LAZINA AN'AMTA 'ALAYHIM — THE PATH

OF THOSE UPON WHOM YOU HAVE BESTOWED

FAVOUR — GHAYRIL-MAGHDOOBI 'ALAYHIM WA

LAD-DALLEEN — NOT OF THOSE WHO HAVE EVOKED

ANGER, NOR OF THOSE WHO ARE ASTRAY.'

Beta, the path is now defined — not by a description,

but by the PEOPLE on it.



SURAH AL-FATIHAH — THE STORY NOORANI ILM

nooraniilm.com  •  17

'THOSE UPON WHOM YOU HAVE BESTOWED FAVOUR'

— and Allah tells us elsewhere in the Quran exactly who

they are: the prophets, the truthful, the martyrs, and the

righteous — and how excellent are those as

companions.

Beta, so when you say this, you are asking to be placed

in that company. Every single day, seventeen times, you

are asking Allah to put you on the same road as the

prophets.

And then two ditches are named, one on either side of

the road.

'AL-MAGHDOOBI 'ALAYHIM' — THOSE WHO EARNED

ANGER. The scholars explained these as people who

KNEW the truth and did not act on it. Knowledge

without action.

'AD-DALLEEN' — THOSE WHO ARE ASTRAY. And these

are people who worshipped and strove sincerely, but

without knowledge — effort without guidance.
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Beta, look at how precise this is. There are exactly two

ways to fall off the straight path.

One: you know and you do not act. You can recite the

ayah about honesty and cheat in your business. You can

know the ruling and ignore it. Beta, this is the danger for

the educated, the religious, the people who have studied.

Two: you act sincerely but wrongly. You worship with

devotion and tears, and it was never legislated. You

mean well and cause harm. Beta, this is the danger for

the enthusiastic and the emotional.

And the straight path runs between them: KNOWLEDGE

that leads to ACTION, and ACTION built on

KNOWLEDGE.

Beta, that is why our scholars said that this surah, in its

final ayah, contains the whole method of the religion.

And then, beta, we say 'AMEEN' — which is not part of

the surah, but a du'a meaning: O Allah, respond. And the

Prophet � said that when the imam says
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'ghayril-maghdoobi 'alayhim wa lad-dalleen', say

'Ameen', for whoever's saying of it coincides with that of

the angels, his previous sins are forgiven.

Beta, imagine that. Angels are saying 'Ameen' with you.

Where We End

Beta, look at the shape of this surah one more time,

because its structure is a lesson in itself.

It begins with the NAME of Allah. Then PRAISE of Him

as Lord of all the worlds. Then His MERCY. Then His

JUSTICE, as Owner of the Day of Judgement.

Then, exactly in the middle, the turn: from speaking

ABOUT Him to speaking TO Him. 'It is You we worship,

and You we ask for help.'

And then, having established who He is and who you

are, the request: guide us.

Beta, and consider where this places the Quran. This

surah is a du'a — a servant asking to be shown the way.
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And what comes immediately after it? Surah

al-Baqarah: 'This is the Book, no doubt in it, GUIDANCE

for those conscious of Allah.'

Beta, you ask for guidance in al-Fatihah, and the answer

begins on the very next page. The whole Quran is the

answer to the du'a of al-Fatihah.

So beta, we have come to the end of this journey

together. We began with the short surahs — the ones a

child memorises first — and we have walked back

through the whole Book to its opening.

And we finish with seven lines that you have said

thousands of times, and will say thousands more.

Beta, my advice at the end of all this is simple. Do not let

those seventeen daily recitations pass over you like

water. When you stand tomorrow and say 'al-hamdu

lillahi Rabbil-'alameen', remember that Allah says 'My

servant has praised Me'.
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When you say 'iyyaka na'budu wa iyyaka nasta'een',

know that He has said: this is between Me and My

servant, and My servant shall have what he asks.

And when you say 'ihdinas-siratal-mustaqeem', ask it as

though your life depends on it. Because it does.

May Allah make us of those upon whom He has

bestowed favour, keep us from knowing without acting

and from acting without knowing, and gather us with

the prophets, the truthful, the martyrs and the

righteous.

Al-hamdu lillahi Rabbil-'alameen — and that is the last

word of the people of Paradise, and so it is the right

word to end on.

What This Surah Teaches Us

1. The greatest surah in the Quran is seven lines long,

and there is no prayer without it.

2. Allah answers you line by line as you recite it — 'My

servant has praised Me', 'My servant shall have what



SURAH AL-FATIHAH — THE STORY NOORANI ILM

nooraniilm.com  •  22

he asks'.

3. Of all His names, He opened His Book with two

names of MERCY — and repeated them.

4. Praise comes before request: three ayahs of

acknowledgement before the first thing you ask for.

5. 'IYYAKA' placed first means YOU ALONE — and

asking for help to worship admits you cannot manage

even that by yourself.

6. It says 'WE', even when you are alone at three in the

morning — you are never praying by yourself.

7. The one request Allah taught us to repeat most is

GUIDANCE — and the two ditches beside the road are

knowing without acting, and acting without knowing.

Ihdinas-siratal-mustaqeem, siratal-lazina an'amta

'alayhim. Ameen.

— This is a simplified, faithful retelling for understanding, based on the
Quran's translation and established tafseer (Ibn Kathir and others). For

deeper study, always read with a qualified teacher. —
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