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The Surah at a Glance

Qul oohiya ilayya annahus-tama'a
nafarum-minal-jinni faqaalooo innaa sami'naa

Qur'aanan 'ajabaa

1. Say: it has been revealed to me that a group of the jinn
listened and said: indeed, we have heard an amazing

Quran

Yahdeee ilar-rushdi fa-aamannaa bih; wa
lan-nushrika bi-Rabbinaaa ahadaa

2. that guides to right conduct, so we have believed in it
— and we will never associate anyone with our Lord.

Wa annaa minnas-saalihoona wa minnaa doona
zaalika; kunnaa taraaa'iqa qidadaa

11. And among us are the righteous, and among us are
otherwise — we are of divergent ways.

Wa annal-masaajida lillaahi falaa tad'oo
ma'al-laahi ahadaa

18. And the places of worship are for Allah — so do not
invoke anyone along with Allah.

Qul innee laaa amliku lakum darranw-wa laa
rashadaa

21. Say: I do not possess for you harm or right guidance.
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'Aalimul-ghaybi falaa yuzhiru 'alaa ghaybiheee
ahadaa

26. He is Knower of the unseen, and He does not disclose
His unseen to anyone —

Listen to the Arabic recitation of this Surah, ayah by ayah, with the Qari
— free on nooraniilm.com (Read & Recite section).

The Night No One Was Listening

Beta, to understand this surah, you must first stand with

the Prophet � at the lowest point of his mission.

Ten years of preaching in Makkah had brought insults,

boycott, and the loss of his beloved wife Khadijah and

his uncle Abu Talib in one year of grief. So he � walked

— on foot, with Zayd ibn Harithah (radiyallahu anhu)

— to the city of Ta'if, hoping its people might carry this

message. They refused him, mocked him, and set their

street children upon him, who threw stones until blood

ran into his blessed sandals.

On the way back, broken in body and heart, he �

stopped at a place called Nakhlah. And there, in the
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depth of night, he stood in prayer and recited the Quran

to his Lord — apparently alone in an empty valley, with

not one human being listening.

But he was not alone, beta. A travelling party of JINN

passed by, and the recitation seized them. They stood,

silent, listening — and when it ended they hurried back

to their people as warners.

Beta, hold this contrast for the rest of your life: on the

same journey, the people of Ta'if threw stones at the

reciter — while an entire unseen world threw itself into

iman. When it looked like nobody was listening, Allah

had arranged an audience the Prophet � could not even

see. So never measure the value of your good work by

the faces in front of you. Recite, teach, give, pray — and

leave the audience to Allah.

Their Own Words, Recorded Forever

And now, beta, notice something unique about this

surah: from ayah 1 to ayah 15, Allah does not describe

the jinn — He QUOTES them. Their own testimony,
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preserved in the Quran forever.

'QUL OOHIYA ILAYYA ANNAHU-STAMA'A NAFARUN

MINAL-JINN — Say: it has been REVEALED to me that a

group of the jinn LISTENED — FA-QALOO INNA

SAMI'NA QUR'ANAN 'AJABA — and they said: indeed,

we have heard an AMAZING QURAN — YAHDEE

ILAR-RUSHD — it GUIDES to right conduct —

FA-AMANNA BIH — so WE HAVE BELIEVED IN IT —

WA LAN NUSHRIKA BI-RABBINA AHADA — and we

will NEVER associate ANYONE with our Lord.'

Beta, look at the speed of their journey: they HEARD,

they RECOGNISED, they BELIEVED, and they

immediately declared tawheed — all in two ayahs.

Meanwhile the chiefs of Makkah had been hearing the

same Quran for ten years, in their own language, from a

man they called Al-Ameen — and were still arguing.

Guidance is not about how much you hear, beta; it is

about how honestly you listen.
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And notice what impressed them: 'Qur'anan 'ajaba' —

an amazing recitation. Then: 'yahdee ilar-rushd' — it

guides to what is RIGHT and mature. First the beauty

struck their ears; then the guidance struck their hearts.

That is exactly what this Book does when a person gives

it a real hearing.

They then declared their new theology, correcting the

beliefs of their own people: 'And exalted is the majesty

of our Lord — He has not taken a wife or a son. And that

the foolish among us used to say about Allah an

excessive transgression. And we had thought that

mankind and jinn would never speak about Allah a lie.'

Beta, feel their honesty: they admitted that they

themselves had been misled, and they named their old

belief as foolishness.

The Truth About the Jinn

Beta, this surah is the ummah's most reliable window

into a world people fill with superstition — so let us

read their own confessions carefully.
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FIRST, they are not all evil: 'WA ANNA

MINNAS-SALIHOONA WA MINNA DOONA ZALIK —

and among us are the RIGHTEOUS, and among us are

OTHERWISE — KUNNA TARA'IQA QIDADA — we are of

divergent ways.' Just like humans, beta: believers and

disbelievers, good and bad, sects and paths. They are a

creation with free will and accountability, not a species

of monsters.

SECOND, they know their limits: 'WA ANNA ZANANNA

AN LAN NU'JIZALLAHA FIL-ARDI WA LAN NU'JIZAHU

HARABA — and we have become certain that we can

never cause failure to Allah on earth, nor can we escape

Him by flight.' The strongest jinn cannot outrun Allah

— so why should a believer fear them?

THIRD — and this is important, beta — the sky was

sealed: 'WA ANNA LAMASNAS-SAMA'A

FA-WAJADNAHA MULI'AT HARASAN SHADEEDAN WA

SHUHUBA — and we sought to touch the heaven, but

found it filled with SEVERE GUARDS and BURNING

FLAMES. WA ANNA KUNNA NAQ'UDU MINHA
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MAQA'IDA LIS-SAM' — and we used to SIT there in

positions for LISTENING — FA-MAN YASTAMI'IL-ANA

YAJID LAHU SHIHABAN RASADA — but whoever

LISTENS NOW will find a burning flame LYING IN WAIT

for him.'

Beta, this explains a whole industry. Before the final

revelation, some jinn would eavesdrop at the edges of

the heavens, catch a fragment of what the angels

discussed, and drop it to their human contacts — the

soothsayers — who would mix that one stolen word

with a hundred lies. With the coming of the Prophet �,

that wire was CUT. And the surah's later ayah closes the

door completely: ''ALIMUL-GHAYBI FA-LA YUZHIRU

'ALA GHAYBIHI AHADA — He is the Knower of the

unseen, and He does NOT DISCLOSE His unseen to

ANYONE — ILLA MANI-RTADA MIN RASOOL —

EXCEPT to a messenger whom He approves.'

So, beta: no palm-reader, no numerologist, no 'jinn-wala

baba', no horoscope column has any access to your

future. Every such claim is a guess dressed as
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knowledge. And the Prophet � warned that whoever

goes to a fortune-teller and believes what he says has

rejected what was revealed to Muhammad �. This is not

a small matter.

FOURTH, they exposed a human mistake that still

happens: 'WA ANNAHU KANA RIJALUN MINAL-INSI

YA'OOZOONA BI-RIJALIN MINAL-JINNI

FA-ZADOOHUM RAHAQA — and there were men from

mankind who used to seek REFUGE in men from the

jinn, so they only INCREASED THEM IN BURDEN.' Beta,

in the old days people passing through a frightening

valley would call out: 'I seek refuge with the master of

this valley!' And what did it produce? Arrogance in the

jinn, and greater fear and burden in the humans. The

same trade continues today under new names: amulets

bought from strange men, rituals to 'please' unseen

beings, fear-based religion sold at a price. The cure is

one line: seek refuge with ALLAH alone — 'A'oozu

billah', and the Mu'awwidhatayn every morning and

evening.
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The Masajid Are For Allah

And now, beta, the surah's central pillar — one line that

settles the direction of every act of worship for all time:

'WA ANNAL-MASAJIDA LILLAHI FA-LA TAD'OO

MA'ALLAHI AHADA — and the places of prostration

belong to ALLAH, so do NOT invoke ANYONE along with

Allah.'

'Masajid' can mean the places of worship, and the

scholars also mention the limbs of prostration — the

forehead, hands, knees, feet. Either way the message is

identical: what is used for sujood belongs to Allah alone,

and no name may be called beside His.

Not a prophet, not an angel, not a jinn, not a wali, not a

grave. Beta, this ayah is not a small technicality — it is

the whole reason revelation was sent. And notice where

Allah placed it: in the surah about the unseen world,

where people are most tempted to look for shortcuts and

intermediaries.
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Then the surah describes the Prophet � himself

standing in this pure worship: 'WA ANNAHU LAMMA

QAMA 'ABDULLAHI YAD'OOHU KADOO YAKOONOONA

'ALAYHI LIBADA — and when the SERVANT of Allah

stood up calling upon Him, they almost became upon

him a compacted MASS.'

Beta, look at the title Allah chose for him in this ayah:

not 'Messenger', not 'Prophet' — 'ABDULLAH, the

SERVANT of Allah. At the very moment of his greatest

closeness — standing at night in prayer — he is called

by the title of servanthood. Because the highest rank a

human can reach, beta, is not to be worshipped; it is to

be a perfect worshipper.

And he is instructed to declare his own limits publicly:

'QUL INNAMA AD'OO RABBEE WA LA USHRIKU BIHI

AHADA — say: I only invoke MY LORD, and I do not

associate with Him anyone. QUL INNI LA AMLIKU

LAKUM DARRAN WA LA RASHADA — say: I do NOT

POSSESS for you any harm or any right guidance. QUL

INNI LAN YUJEERANI MINALLAHI AHADUN WA LAN
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AJIDA MIN DOONIHI MULTAHADA — say: no one can

protect ME from Allah, and I will never find besides Him

any refuge.'

Beta, read those lines slowly and ask: if the Messenger of

Allah � — the best of creation — was commanded to

announce that he owns neither harm nor guidance for

anyone, then what is the position of those who call upon

lesser names for help?

The Guarded Message

The surah closes with a portrait of how revelation is

protected: 'ILLA MANI-RTADA MIN RASOOLIN

FA-INNAHU YASLUKU MIN BAYNI YADAYHI WA MIN

KHALFIHI RASADA — except to a messenger whom He

has approved — and indeed, He sends before him and

behind him GUARDS — LI-YA'LAMA AN QAD

ABLAGHOO RISALATI RABBIHIM — so that He may

make evident that they have CONVEYED the messages of

their Lord. WA AHATA BIMA LADAYHIM WA AHSA

KULLA SHAY'IN 'ADADA — and He has encompassed
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whatever is with them, and has ENUMERATED ALL

THINGS IN NUMBER.'

Beta, that is the security system around the Quran:

angelic guards front and back, so that not one word

could be intercepted, altered or lost between the sky and

the Messenger's tongue. And the closing phrase — 'He

has counted all things in number' — is the seal on the

whole surah: the Lord who counts every atom is not

going to lose track of you, your deeds, or your case.

And a final lesson in humility, beta: the Prophet � is told

to say about the Day itself: 'QUL IN ADREE

A-QAREEBUN MA TOO'ADOONA AM YAJ'ALU LAHU

RABBEE AMADA — say: I do not know whether what

you are promised is near, or whether my Lord will grant

it a long term.' The one who received revelation did not

claim knowledge of the hour. So when someone today

claims to know the unseen — a date, a fortune, a hidden

secret — you already know exactly what to think.

What This Surah Teaches Us
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1. Recite and work sincerely even when no one seems

to listen — Allah arranges audiences you cannot see.

2. Guidance depends on honest listening, not on how

much you hear — the jinn believed in two ayahs;

Makkah argued for ten years.

3. Fear of jinn is cured by tawheed, not by amulets and

'babas' — seeking refuge in creation only increases the

burden.

4. No creature knows the future: the wire to

fortune-tellers was cut, and Allah discloses His unseen

to no one except a messenger He approves.

5. 'The masajid are for Allah' — every sujood, dua and

plea belongs to Him alone, with no partner and no

intermediary.

6. The highest human rank is 'Abdullah — servant of

Allah; even our Prophet � owns neither harm nor

guidance for anyone.

7. The Quran came guarded front and back — trust it

completely, and let it be the only book you build your
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unseen beliefs upon.

Ya Allah, make our recitation reach hearts we cannot

see, keep our worship purely Yours, and protect us

from every hidden harm. Ameen.

— This is a simplified, faithful retelling for understanding, based on the
Quran's translation and established tafseer (Ibn Kathir and others). For

deeper study, always read with a qualified teacher. —
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